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Dear Member: of the Lebanon C r-mmznjTV.. 

1 would Like to update ren cn same of the chalisrges due the Lebanon Community School District Ll,i: 
been t-o r>i r > through the bsi few days, First of ail, I would Lie to esores: mr apoicEte’S no arr-cre who 
saw the posuag id inapehatofa photo taken ac die Lebanon H-gta. Scbooi Haunted Earn fundrais-ng 
e-eat dh Octobec 26th. Specifically. I want to es?£Bf inr apologia:- ic oar studenti, stiff, and 
community members of color. As i school district are are committed id supporting each and ererr 
iraieur w.th a safe and respectful enTironmenk LCSD w-J] continue to ts± thruugfc ooi Racial E qitt - 
Team [o educate oar staff and student! in order tc pionde al of oor students a ieamine environment 
free from racism, haie speech and b.gocrv of an - Laid 

An outline of die fact: as rter liars been presented tc u: .s as follow et 

On Sicordar. October 26. 2015, at tie Haunted Earn fundcs-ier ic the Lebanon H&b Zahool Land 
Lab. a photograph was token :bowing seven students dressed all ji black with blackened ace: and or 

trj ifiHfr masks, 

2 The photo was posted to Snip-abac, where i e cadent tagged the picture wiib a roast c-OEment. When 
dm was discovered. the student mob down the picture and was sent home. 

j. Tbe students ji the pirtnie were not aware cf the cac.srpustmg. nor did ther understand ±e impact 
of painting then fare : black. 

4 The picture and comment were racist and bare impacted Din students of color: We need id ensure 
chat all sradents are honored and championed, 

5. Counselors will be teaching cut to students who mar care been impacted bv the oosr ai order help 
support item and ensure theii roices are beard. 

Tbe Lebanon C cmnaznjir School Die dirt ream is wockng em emery bard ic mprove tbe academic 
arh-eremeni of ererr student. When an event such as th_s occurs it demands chat we reevaluate our 
beliefs and paonues. Cnnendv. onr team is mccjig forward to ensure that dllt students seel safe and 
respected and to restore tbe feeling of posstre optimism for our schools and commun-v. Tbe challenge 
we fare is- tc educate dllt student: regarding Eaas-in. and bigotry and focus on peevidjag cur sea dents 
with a tioadea understanding of past and present social mushier tbit will lend to a broader, mere 
informed, respectful soc.a! perspective. 

We will be leaning on our Racial Eqmrr Team to help prondo support raid direction as. we continue to 
for til c-n sup porting if d£ our students di an environment free bora anv form of racism, hate speech or 
bigotry. It is essential that our students understand the historical contest to ''black face” and appropriate 
cuiiic'aluna wJl be adopted to ensure this. 


Ed Yates 
^upermteadenT 
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